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SPACE
TO FLOURISH

STORY BY PATRICIA WILSON  ●  PHOTOS COURTESY OF FUN HOUSE FURNISHINGS & DESIGN

OUR HOMES NEED TO BE UPDATED 
P E R I O D I C A L L Y,  J U S T  L I K E 
TECHNOLOGY AND OUR WARDROBES, 
BECAUSE WE CHANGE AND GROW.
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The process of 
interior design 
transformation 
is magical 

because it is one of 
discovery and passion. 
Take the time to 
daydream and really 
think about what makes 
you happy.

Hygge (pronounced 
HOO-ga) is a Danish 
term that refers to the 
culture of coziness, 
comfort, belonging and 
well-being. These are 
the aspects we need to 
have in our hearts and 
in our homes for lasting 
happiness.

To make small changes 
that have big, beautiful 
impact, first, take stock 
of where you are now 
and take specific actions 
to make your statement.

TAKE STOCK
Take a good, objective 

look around your house. 
If you feel like your 
rooms are tired or have 
lost their luster, then it’s 
time to breathe new life 
into them.

How has your life 
recently changed? Have 
you had a baby? Have 
your children grown up 
and moved out? Have 
you started a second 
career working from 
home? Do you plan to 
age in place.?

Life changes are 
golden opportunities to 
redesign your interiors to 
reflect the new, current 
you.

Ask a licensed interior 
designer or registered 
architect to consult 
with you and offer their 

vision. Their trained 
eye can spot unseen 
opportunities.

To make room for 

the new, it is important 
to let go of the old. 
Experts in antiques and 
fine art can guide you 

in letting something go 
and acquiring something 
new.

The KonMari Method 
is a system of organizing 
and tidying developed 
by Marie Kondo. 
This is based on the 
Japanese philosophy of 
surrounding oneself with 
things that bring joy and 
happiness. More about 
this method is avaiable at 
konmari.com. Consign 
important pieces with an 
auction house. 

Donate furnishings 
and appliances you no 
longer want or need to 
charity, an act which 
will in turn breathe 
new life into someone 
else’s home. Refinish, 
reupholster or repurpose 
something you love and 
want to keep.

Stuffed closets and 
random stacks are signals 
that clutter and storage 
issues must be addressed. 
Author Marla Cilley, 
aka The FLY Lady, is an 
expert on decluttering 
the home and the mind.

FLY is an acronym for 
Finally Loving Yourself. 
Cilley teaches people 
how to go from chaos 
to organization with 
routines and habits that 
benefit the whole person 
—  mind, body, spirit 
and home. Visit flylady.
net to learn more.

MAKE A STATEMENT
A transformation is 

a statement of progress, 
something to take 
pride in and celebrate.  
A bold statement is a 

REFRESH. MAKE CHANGES FOR 
A HUGE IMPACT IN CREATING 

THE BEST EVER HOME INTERIOR

Left, a beautiful Selva leather desk, antique chairs 
and Christian Lacroix panels decorate the blue office 
of the Harding family home, designed by Fun House 
Furnishings & Design, www.funhousefurnishings.
com. Above, an antique lucite bar cart is placed 
beneath the window in front of gorgeous Etamine 
panels in the Harding home.

 "If you love something, it will work. That's the only real rule."
BUNNY WILLIAMS, INTERIOR DESIGNER

| CONT. ON PG. 78
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Above, a beautiful two-
sided sectional makes 
this media area in the 

barn of the Harding 
family home feel warm 

and inviting. The rooms 
of the Harding house 

are designed and 
furnished by Fun House 

Furnishings & Design. 
Right, a custom bar 
is well-appointed in 

the barn. Far right, the 
amazing barn features 

a custom table and bar 
area and a fantastic 

blue pool table.

“Underneath all I design lies the solid belief that beauty is a positive force.”
BARBARA BARRY, INTERIOR DESIGNER
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powerful, exciting and visual way to share your 
energy. 

High-impact areas are those that you share with 
others. The front door, entry way, kitchen, living 
and dining rooms are places to share your renewed 
enthusiasm!

You can make an impact with a brilliant 
chandelier, fabulous floral arrangement, fresh color 
on the walls, amazing art or a colorful area rug.

Columns acquired from the architectural 
salvage can better define an entry way, especially 
if the floor plan is open. Objects and architecture 
provide important boundaries and direction. 
Area rugs create definition by establishing a loose 
boundary for furniture and circulation.

Lighting offers instant uplift because of the 
brilliant output of light, the dazzling fixture style 
and the versatility that dimmers provide for setting 
the mood.

Think outside your comfort zone.  If you 
normally go for neutrals, try color to see how it 
feels. Color is significant in boosting one's well-
being.

Paint all walls in a room or just one as an accent 
wall. Install a wall covering with a gorgeous texture. 
Removable decals are a fun way to explore without 
permanent commitment.

Above, an Indoor 
lap pool room has a 

fabulous tile wall that 
suggest waves and a 

comfy seating area. 
Far right the pool 

house dining area 
features Lee Industries 

slipcovered chairs. 
Right, a detail of the 

barn loft with a custom 
staircase and fabulous 
metallic Phillip Jeffries 
wallcovering underlines 
the attention to detail 
in the Harding family 

home, designed by 
Fun House Furnishings 

& Design, www.
funhousefurnishings.com. 
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Try taking the "opposite" approach. Enliven a 
dark space with light, bright colors. In contrast, a light 
space would take a dramatic turn with darker tones. 
Appropriateness is key and good lighting is essential.

High-impact private areas are personal and sacred. 
These are bedrooms, baths, closets and dressing 
areas. New linens can instantly freshen the feel of a 
bedroom, as can night stands or a floor lamp. New 
shower fixtures not only rain comfort each morning, 
they conserve water.

For closets and dressing areas, add organizers, 
adjustable mirrors, sparkling light fixtures, a soft 
area rug for bare feet and a comfy ottoman. These 
accouterments make way for efficiency, coziness and 
more beauty.

Accessories are a solution for apartment and 
condo dwellers where you may not be able to make 
permanent changes. In general, accessories are cost-
effective and provide instant gratification with little 
effort. You can take your investments with you if you 
move in the future.

See if your treasures can be re-imagined as art. 
Over the years, I have saved love letters, cards and 
envelope drawings from my husband in a Tiffany 
box that I kept in the closet. Instead of tucking the 
precious gifts away, I arranged them as a collage and 
placed them in one large frame.

Conceal your TV screen with a large painting. 
Enlarge your travel photos and have them printed 
on metal or canvas. Gather your collectibles and 
arrange them into an amazing display.

Surround yourself with what you love. 
Expressing your own personal renewal through 
design is magic! Living beautifully every day is a 
dream come true.

Patricia Wilson is a commercial interior designer 
registered with the Texas Board of Architectural Examiners. 
Connect with her at www.PatriciaCWilson.com. 

Fun House Furnishings & Design offers clients 
personalized design service with a complete selection of 
quality textiles, wall coverings, furniture and accessories. 
The firm carries full lines from the most sought-after 
vendors. www.funhousefurnishings.com

Above, the pool house 
living area is accented 

with faux shagreen 
side tables to add a 
great pop of color. 

A bold statement is 
a powerful, exciting 

and visual way to 
share your energy. 
Think outside your 

comfort zone.  If 
you normally go for 
neutrals, try color to 

see how it feels. Color is 
significant in boosting 

one's well-being.

 "Your home should tell the story of who you are, and be a collection of what you love."
NATE BERKUS, INTERIOR DESIGNER
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